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Electric Trucks Lower Delivery Costs 


Number in Use in Fresno Increases From Four to Fifteen in Six Months 
Period 


By J. S. Mouton, Engineer, Executive Staff San Joaquin Power 


HE electric truck, which has gained 

such widespread recognition as the 

cheapest form of transportation for 
in-town delivery, is steadily gaining a 
stronger foothold in Fresno. 

Tests covering long periods of time and 
conducted in all parts of the United States 
have shown that on short hauls, many- 
stop routes, such as milk and ice routes, 
baggage transfer, parcel delivery, and other 
in-town service, the electric will operate at 
from 50 per cent to 60 per cent of the 
cost of a gasoline truck. 


The fact that electric trucks have a fast 
pickup with no gears to shift enable them 
to make better speed in congested traffic 
than either a gas propelled or horse-drawn 
vehicle. An electric is safer to drive and 
has fewer accidents. Fire and liability in- 
surance rates on electrics are much below 
the gas car rates. The best evidence of 
the economies effected by the electric 
truck is the hearty endorsement given it 
by companies having extensive transporta- 
tion problems, such as the American Ex- 
press Company, whose success or failure 
largely depends upon the operating cost 
of their transportation equipment. The 
American Express Company, purchased 
its first electric in 1908. By 1915 they 
had purchased 537 additional. During the 
war, the government operated the com- 
pany as far as possible with existing equip- 
ment, yet during this period purchased 
about fifty electrics a year. Since the busi- 
ness has been returned to the owners, 
larger numbers of electrics have been pur- 
chased. The present fleet consists of 1578. 

Returning to Fresno, there are at pres- 
ent fifteen trucks on the streets and three 
tractors in a lumber mill. Six months ago, 
there were just four trucks in town, all 
operated by the Benham Ice Cream Com- 
pany. During the last six months, the Jer- 
sey Farm Dairy put into operation three 
trucks, delivered under a contract for fif- 
teen; the People’s Ice Company have pur- 
chased two, two-ton models; the Fresno 
City Water Corporation has two in opera- 
tion; and the Power Company has three. 
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The fleet in Fresno has increased from 
four to fifteen in six months time. The 
many business houses and industries in this 
city where electric trucks may be used to 
advantage forecasts a much greater in- 
crease in this form of transportation during 
the next six months. 

A special study of the electric truck 
and its uses is being made by the power 
sales department of San Joaquin Power, 
for the purpose of determining to what 
businesses and industries the electric truck 
is applicable. The experience of many users 
and data gathered is available for any busi- 
ness house desiring it. 

Of the five electrics in use by San Joa- 
quin Power and the Fresno Water Com- 
pany, two trucks of 2-ton capacity each are 
equipped with stake bodies and are used 
in transporting materials of all kinds be- 
tween the freight depots and the ware- 
house and other in-town points. A third 
truck is equipped with a covered body and 
lockers for carrying the necessary meters 
and wire for the city service crew who run 
services and set electric meters in and 
around Fresno. 

One of the water company trucks equip- 
ped with a stake body, is used to carry 
tools, pipe and fittings to various construc- 
tion jobs around town. This truck covers 
as much as fifty miles a day. The remain- 
ing truck is used by the water service crew 
to carry the necessary materials to tap 
mains to serve new consumers, set meters, 
and remedy minor complaints. 

All of the trucks in use have given very 
satisfactory service and the drivers are very 
enthusiastic about them. Accurate costs 
are being kept and for the short period 
they have been operating, the power cost 
at usual rates has been just one-half the 
cost of gas and oil, for gas trucks in similar 
service. 

The right place for the electric truck 
and the economies that can be effected by 
its use has been well summed up in the 
slogan appearing on the San Joaquin Power 
trucks and used in publicity: “Electric 
Trucks Lower Delivery Cost.” 


IS AHEAD OF THE SCHEDULE 


The progress of the new San Joaquin 
Power building under construction at 
Fresno is ahead of the schedule, according 
to R. F. Felchlin, architect. The concrete 
work has been poured to the ninth floor, 
and the next construction will be of steel 
to support a concrete roof. The steel is 
on the job and will be in place within a 
week or two. 

The facing of library gray brick and 
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Granitex terra cotta will begin within a 
few days. The three lower floors will be 
faced in terra cotta while the next five 
stories will be faced with pressed brick. 
From the eighth to the tenth floor terra 
cotta will be used again. 

The plastering and partition work in the 
building will begin about June 15, and ad- 
vance rapidly according to the schedule. 

The final allotment of space and rooms 
for the various departments is about com- 
pleted and will be announced in the next 
issue of the magazine. 


Visit of San Luis Obispo Is Returned 


Lemoore and Stratford Boosters make three-day Expedition to Paso 
Robles and San Luis Obispo 


AN LUIS OBISPO County, still 
S tingling with pleasant memories of 

its San Joaquin Valley excursion in 
April, reciprocated Valley hospitality on 
May 28th and 29th, when a gay caravan 
of “Boosters” from Lemoore and Stratford 
paid a return visit. Cementing more solid- 
ly the friendship of the Coast and Valley 
counties and strengthening the communitv 
spirit that is developing from their mutual 
Interests, the Lemoore-Stratford expedition 
was splendidly successful. 

The caravan consisted of sixty-five auto- 
mobiles and one hundred and sixty-five 
persons. Lemoore’s division was first un- 
der way, starting at five o’clock on Mon- 
day morning, May 28th, under the lead- 
ership of Secretary Fred Falkenberg of 
the Commercial Club. At Stratford twen- 
ty additional cars joined the party. 

The caravan, turning south from Strat- 
ford, skirted the Tulare lake district, go- 
ing through some of the rich grain country. 
It then cut across the hills at Devils Den, 
emerging on the Cholame road between 
Paso Robles and Bakersfield a few miles 
west of the Antelope pumping station of 
the Union Oil Company. From here on 
the roads were in good condition, no diffi- 
cult grades being encountered and all cars 
maintaining good speed and taking the hills 
in high gear. 

There was a brief pause at Cholame 
and another at Shandon, where the ‘“Boost- 
ers" staged a few songs. A reception com- 
mittee from the Paso Robles Chamber of 
Commerce met the caravan a few miles 
out of Paso Robles and escorted it into 
town, which was reached about 11:30. 
Promptly at 12 o’clock visitors and hosts 
sat at luncheon in the big dining room of 
the Paso Robles Hot Springs Hotel. A 
program of rapid fire speeches was pre- 
sented, with Willard Cram, former Fresno 
attorney and now secretary of the Paso 
Robles Chamber of Commerce, as toast- 
master. The speeches in general dealt 
with the mutual interests of the Coast and 
Valley counties, and of the opportunity 
for co-operation between them, while sev- 
eral dealt more specifically with the pro- 
posed Lemoore-Stratford lateral road con- 
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necting with the Cholame road, urging co- 
operation in the construction of this lateral 
and the popularizing of the Cholame pass 
as the most direct highway between the 
Valley and the Coast. Speakers included 
Mayor G. W. Gates, R. J. Williams, J. 
N. Goulding, R. S. Ledger and Dr. G. M. 
Sobey of Paso Robles, Clark Clement of 
Lemoore, L. A. Nares of Fresno and A. C. 
Joy of the San Joaquin Light & Power 
Corporation. 

Immediately following the luncheon the 
caravan once again got under way and, 
guided by the Paso Robles committee, jour- 
neyed through  Atascadero, thence to 
Morro, and thence to San Luis Obispo, 
where it was taken in charge by another 
local committee headed by Dr. H. B. Kirt- 
land, president of the San Luis Obispo 
Chamber of Commerce. 

At a banquet served in the evening 
Charles J. Kelly, district manager of the 
Midland Counties Public Service Corpora- 
tion, disttinguished himself as toastmaster. 
The speakers included Dr. Kirtalnd, Clark 
Clement, J. H. Brothers, and A. W. Good- 
fellow of Stratford, Mrs. A. D. Campbell, 
M. W. Serrick, T. C. Allen, and H. Van 
Vlear of Lemoore, President Ricciardi of 
the California Polytechnic School, and W. 
C. O'Donnell of San Luis Obispo. The 
banquet concluded at nine o'clock and im- 
mediately thereafter the caravan was once 
again under way, going this time to Pismo, 
where the visitors remained for the night. 

'The second day's program, beginning 
with an hour of clam digging on Pismo 
beach, reached its climax at noon when 
Santa Maria acted as host at another 
luncheon. Fully as successful as any of 
the affairs preceding it, the Santa Maria 
luncheon ended the prearranged activities. 

Many of the excursionists went to Guad- 
alupe during the afternoon and visited the 
moving picture city recently constructed 
there by the De Mille Company. Some 
of them started on the return journey that 
same day, but scores remained over to 
attend the automobile races at San Luis 
Obispo on Decoration Day. 

The San Luis Obispans were warm in 
their praises of San Joaquin Valley hos- 
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pitality as exemplified during their visit 
to the valley in April. Many of them had 
never been in the valley before and were, 
of course, amazed at the development. All 
unanimously declared that the most enjoy- 
able feature of the excursion was their trip 
to the Kerckhoff dam and power house 
as guests of the San Joaquin Light & 
Power Corporation and the Midland 
Counties Public Service Corporation. 
Whatever hospitality they encountered in 
the valley, however, they returned in full 
measure to the Lemoore-Stratford Cara- 
van. Everything possible was done to en- 
tertain the visitors, who, loyal as they are 
to the San Joaquin Valley and their own 
particular communities, were charmed by 
the scenic beauties and surprised by the 
visible exidences of growth and prosper- 
ity in the Coast counties. 


CRANE VALLEY EMPLOYEES 
HOLD ENJOYABLE PICNIC 


The first annual picnic of the Crane 
Valley Power House Club, held at Power 
House No. 1 May 12, was pronounced a 
grand success by all those lucky enough to 
attend. 

As a result of intensive advertising on 
all the bulletin boards throughout the sys- 
tem about fifty members of the San Joa- 
quin Power organization outside of the 
Crane Valley district, were persuaded to 
make the trip. For pure, unadulterated 
fun, this picnic beat anything put on in 
this vicinity for some time. Boating, swim- 
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ming, lots of eats, and a big baseball game 
were the outstanding features of the day’s 
entertainment. 

Early in the day visitors from Fresno, 
Crane Valley, Kerckhoff, and other points 
on the system began to arrive, and the 
boats on the lake were pressed into service. 
At noon, a wonderful picnic luncheon was 
served under the canopy erected for the 
purpose, pies of every description, cake, 
ice cream, lemonade and salads composing 
the menu. 

Following the luncheon, the employees 
of San Joaquin Power met a baseball team 
composed of forest rangers from North 
Fork and the vicinity of Crane Valley. 
The power company team took the ran- 
gers into camp to the tune of 16-7, after 
one of the fiercest battles ever staged in a 
diamond in the wilds of the Sierra Ne- 
vadas. A number of office employees from 
Fresno were included in the line up of the 
Power team, and before the final ranger 
was out of play, the desk hounds were 
totally exhausted as a result of the strenu- 
ous exertion. 

Much credit is due these mountain em- 
ployees of San Joaquin Power for the hos- 
pitality extended to the picnic guests. Every 
visitor had the time of his life, and will 
long remember the Crane Valley District 
employees picnic. 


In seven rooms of the Sierra Vista elec- 
trical home there are 41 convenience out- 
lets of 110 volts, and 9 outlets of 220 


volts for heating appliances. 
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A. Cuzen exhibiting a job of automobile painting and two handsome company signs, painted by him. 
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A. Cuzen, a San Joaquin Power Pioneer 


By V. N. Micke perry, Superintendent 


B. B K. 


HIS story concerns a man who has 

been a part of the San Joaquin 

Power organization for a sufficient 
time to qualify as one of the old timers. 
He is A. Cuzen, head of the paint depart- 
ment, who came to the company in 1908. 
Cuzen’s first task with the company was 
to paint the rebuilt cars of the Fresno 
Traction Company, which was then a sub- 
sidiary of the San Joaquin Light & Power 
company. That he made a good job of 
it goes without saying. Practically every 
working day during the past fifteen years 
: Cuzen has been en- 
gaged in some phase 
of his chosen craft, 
working in practical- 
ly every district and 
in most of the depart- 
ments of the organ- 
ization. 

Cuzen is a painter 
of the old school, hav- 
ing served his appren- 
ticeship in Glasgow, 
Scotland in the days 
when carriage paint- 
ers ground and mixed 
their own colors. 
Queen Victoria 
thought enough of the work being turned 
out from the London General Omnibus 
Co., where Cuzen was employed to have 
this establishment brighten up the roval 
equipment with a fresh coat of paint. This 
important commission was turned over to 
Cuzen, although quite a young man at the 
time. He has followed coach painting for 
the greater part of his life. 


Coach painting has not taken all the 
time of Cuzen while in the employ of the 
San Joaquin Light & Power Corporation, 
so he has adapted himself to the many de- 
mands of the organization such as sign 
painting, house painting, picture painting, 
or any other work where the paint brush 
is required. The map in the Dispatcher’s 
office showing the layout of the lines of 
the system, and the large statistical sign 
at Crane Valley Dam are the work of 
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Cuzen. Many signs that adorn the offices 
of the District Offices are also his work. 
The cryptic symbols that grace a number 
of substations and power houses switch- 
boards, represent his patient toil, while 
various switching and safety signs which 
many of our employees see in the most re- 
mote corners of the system are the work 
of Cuzen and his department. Two beau- 
tiful San Joaquin Power emblems also 
were the work of Cuzen. 

This wide variety of work has called 
for many kinds of equipment ranging from 
the finest striping brush to the heaviest 
dusting brush, and from a hand pump to 
a power-driven pressure spray. 

The time for painting an automobile 
varies from three per day for service cars 
to three weeks for a fine coach job of sev- 
eral coats. "The spraying of the delivery 
cars and certain light service cars has great- 
ly speeded up this class of work, cutting 
the time considerably. 

It is estimated that the various signs 
painted for the system during the year 
would make a continuous sign one mile in 
length if placed end to end. 

Last fall Cuzen painted and lettered 
12 cars of the Bakersfield & Kern Electric 
Railway. This work completed he is again 
in Fresno,—or possibly some other district 
where painting is required. 

Cuzen comes in contact with practically 
every department of the system, either 


through his work or personally, and has 
won for himself many friends and the es- 
teem of everybody for his courtesy and cap- 
ability. 


A street ear on the B. & K. railway just out of the 
paint shop of A. Cuzen, 
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VALLEY SECRETARIES VISIT 
KERCKHOFF AND THE PINES 


About thirty valley secretaries, members 
of their families, and representatives of the 
San Joaquin Light & Power Corporation 
enjoyed a trip over the Kerckhoff Devel- 
opment and Crane Valley System Saturday 
and Sunday, May 26 and 27. 


The party left Commercial Park at 9:30. 
Saturday morning and proceeded to the 
Kerckhoff Dam by way of Auberry. After 
a visit to the dam the party partook of a 
box luncheon at Kerckhoff Power House. 
An inspection of the power house and a 
drive through the operatives’ village proved 
very interesting to the visitors. 


Power House No. 1 and Power House 
No. 2 were visited on the trip up the North 
Fork of the San Joaquin River to Mc- 
Cabe’s Camp where dinner was served a la 
construction camp. The menu proved so 
inviting that many of the party were 
suggesting that the expedition stop at 
McCabe’s for several days, or until the 
grub ran out. The Valley Secretaries held 
a meeting at the Camp after dinner, where 
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The incline railway at Kerckhoff Power House provides 
a thrill for visitors to this famous plant. 
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resolutions were passed giving a vote of 
thanks to the members of the San Joaquin 
Light & Power Corporation organization 
for the attention and hospitality extended 
during the trip. 


The caravan proceeded to the Crane 
Valley Dam where part of the party stop- 
ped for the night at the dam tender’s cot- 
tage. The balance of the party proceeded 
to the Pines at the head of Crane Valley 
reservoir. ‘The return trip was made Sun- 
day, the party taking lunch at McCabe’s 
camp. 

Commercial Secretaries present were: 
A. E. Swanson, of Kingsburg; C. L. 
Evans, of Selma; George T. McCabe, of 
Modesto; Mr. and Mrs. H. C. Rogers, 
of Alpaugh; F. I. Drexler, of Riverdale ; 
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Price, of Hanférd; 
Guy Windrem, of Madera; Mr. and Mrs. 
A. S. Searight, of Selma; Charles Clapp, 
of Orosi; Mr. and Mrs. Guy Leonard, of 
Fresno, and J. C. Brand of Fresno. 


Members of the San Joaquin Power 
organization who entertained the secre- 
taries were F. V. Boller, District Manag- 
er of Madera; Raleigh Casad, District 
Manager of Merced; F. S. Carroll, Dis- 
trict Manager of Corcoran; H. Z. Red- 
fern, District Manager of Dinuba; A. R. 
Theile, Assistant District Manager of Bak- 
ersfield; and Howard Young, Assistant 
District Manager of Selma. 


O. M. SIMPSON APPOINTED 
CHIEF CLERK OF SUPPLIES 


O. M. Simpson was appointed Chief 
Clerk of the Supplies Division effective 
May 15, according to a circular letter 
from the office of D. P. Mason, Manager 
of the Supplies Division. "This is a well 
merited advancement as Mr. Simpson is 
one of the oldest employees in point of 
service in the employ of the company. He 
came to work for the San Joaquin Light 
& Power Corporation as a clerk in 1905 
and was transferred to Coalinga as audi- 
tor in 1909, where he remained until 1911 
when he was made chief clerk at Bakers- 
field. In 1915 Mr. Simpson left the com- 
pany, and after an absence of six years 
returned to take the position of chief clerk 
at the garage from which position he was 
recently advanced to Chief Clerk of the 
Supplies Division. 
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REEDLEY ELECTRIC WELDER 
MAKES FINE AUTO VALVES 


An interesting installation of electrical 
equipment has recently been made at Reed- 
ley by the Drake Machine Works, consist- 
ing of a 100 KW welder for welding auto 
valves. 

The electric welder produces a superior 
product, as the head of the valve is per- 
fectly welded to the stem at all points of 
contact and not just at the surface as is 
done by some other type of welders. A 
sample valve sawed through the head and 
the stem shows the perfect joint that is 
made. The time taken to weld a valve is 
a matter of seconds, so that a superior 
product is produced in a minimum of 
time. 

That the value of the local product is 
recognized among auto users is shown by 
the fact that in the last Raisin Day race 
ten of the cars were equipped with these 
valves. 

The plant is not in regular operation at 
the present time but will be in a couple 
of months. 


A recent Industrial Survey shows a total 
of five electric welders on the San Joaquin 
Power lines in the city of Fresno, three 
of which are motor generator sets produc- 
ing direct current for arc welding and the 
others resistance type spot welders similar 
to the Reedley machine. In addition to 
these, the Fresno Traction Company uses 
an arc welder for building up worn tracks, 
and a new commercial machine will be in- 
stalled in the near future. In the Taft 
District are two direct current and one 
alternating current welders. 


The arc weld type of machine is used 
for general repairs, and for building up 
worn parts by melting metal into place, 
such as street car track repairs, or welding 
bars onto caterpillar tractor foot plates. 
They operate under 35 to 40 volts and 100 
to 200 amps. 


The resistance type machine uses lower 
voltage and produces no arc. It is best 
adapted for welding parts together, such 
as the valves mentioned above, or as used 
by the Multicolor Press Company of 
Fresno to weld parts of their presses. 

The electric welder operates best on 
steel, and not so well on cast iron, bronze, 
etc. In many instances it works at a 
lower cost than other types, though this 
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largely depends upon the particular job. 
As in other uses of electricity, its greatest 
advantage lies in the always available source 
of power, and its ready application to the 
work at hand. 


An exhaust fan in the kitchen keeps 
cooking odors out of the house, and dur- 
ing the summer keeps the kitchen cool. 


STETSON HATS 
FLORSHEIM 
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Jay Street, Fresno, is taking on a real metropolitan 
air with the addition of new electric signs. A recent 
night photograph shows Harold’s, The Wonder, und 
Gottschalk’s, three of the largest electric signs on the 
street. Harold’s is a motion sign showing red, green 
and white lights in harmonious and striking contrasts. 
The sign requires an installation of 18 kilowatts while 
the Wonder sign, which is constant, requires 12.45 
kilowatts. This is the cheapest form of advertising. 
As it calls attention to the place of business possible 
in no other way. The investment in the current and 
upkeep buy publicity at the lowest price. 


10 


SNOW IN UPPER KINGS IS 
25 PER CENT OF LAST YEAR 
Snow in the upper reaches of the Kings 
River Country is hanging on longer this 
year than is usual on account of the cool 
weather, is the report brought down by 
A. P. Dean, hydrographer for the San Joa- 
quin Light & Power Corporation, who is 
making surveys of the runoff on the water- 
shed of the North Fork of the Kings 
River and on Dinkey Creek 
The peak of the snowfall for the season 
was about three weeks earlier than for 
last year. The weather has been moderate 
and the runoff early in the season much 
heavier than for last year, leaving about 
25 per cent of the amount of snow on the 
ground that stood at this time last season. 
The cool weather has flattened out the peak 
of the runoff, with the result that the sea- 
son of runoff may be as long, or possibly 
longer, than for the year just passed. The 
snow now stands at about 7,500 feet eleva- 


Helms Creek gauging station after the first snow storm of the year and during the early summer. 
walls afford protection to the delicate recording instruments used to measure the runoff. 
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tion, while the weather is ideal, averaging 
45 degrees. The nights are warm with 
practically no freezing below the 8,000 
foot level. 

Dean reports the bears came out three 
weeks earlier this year than usual, many 
showing up about May 15. They are more 
numerous than usual and very wild. “The 
deer are plentiful this season and are graz- 
ing much higher in the mountains than 
last year. Fishing is good in the upper 
country especially as high as Meadowbrook. 
The lower streams are muddy, affording 
poor fishing at this time. 

The crew working with Dean is com- 
posed of A. S. Wray, C. B. Ellis, R. S. 
Page and Joe Erwin. Preparations are 
now under way for the next year’s obser- 
vations of the hydrographers, supplies be- 
ing packed in from. Dinkey Ranger Station 
and Balch Camp. The crew is busy build- 
ing wood sheds for the winter supply of 
wood, and a new gauging station 


The stone 
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SIX DISTRICT MANAGERS 
TO P. C. E. L. A. CONVENTION 


Six district managers of the San Joa- 
quin Light & Power Corporation have 
won the privilege of attending the annual 
convention of the Pacific Coast “Electric 
Light Association, to be held June 19 to 
23 in San Francisco, as a result of the 
success of the districts in the sale of Prior 
Preferred Stock. 

The six districts sending their district 
managers to the convention were the first 
to obtain one-third or more of the allotted 
quota of new subscribers to stock. ‘The 
first district to make the one-third mark 
was San Joaquin, followed closely by Ma- 
dera and Coalinga. In the second divi- 
sion came Taft, Bakersfield, and Corcoran. 

The district managers who will attend 
the convention are, E. G. Stahl, San Joa- 
guin; F. V. Boller, Madera, W. E. Whit- 
tington, Coalinga; O. A. Kommers, Taft; 
D. L. Wishon, Bakersfield ; and F. C. Car- 


roll, Corcoran. 


FORESTS ARE NECESSARY TO 
CONSERVE WATER FOR POWER 


One phase of the development of our 
national forests by the Department of 
Agriculture is the use of streams and lakes 
in the forest to turn the wheels of indus- 
try and to generate electricity that is car- 
ried by cables to countless homes in dis- 
tant cities. By acting as gigantic sponges 
during the rainy seasons, the forests con- 
serve water, preventing floods and soil 
erosion, and by releasing the water as it 
is needed they prevent drought and desola- 
tion. 


STEAM AND HOT WATER BEST 
TO CLEAN MILKING MACHINES 


Special care is required to keep milking 
machines clean so that they will not be- 
come a source of contamination for the 
milk that passes through them, says the De- 
partment of Agriculture. After making 
many tests the department has decided that 
the heat method, that is, the use of steam 
and hot water, is much better for steriliza- 
tion than solutions such as clorin or salt 
and chlorin. ‘The salt-chlorin solution was 
found to be no better than the plain chlorin 
solution. 
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TWO FINE RECORDS ARE 
MADE BY INSPECTORS 


Inspector Bert Walford, whose head- 
quarters are at Bakersfield, has received 
his new car from the Transportation De- 
partment and is very much pleased with it, 
but the appreciation of getting a new car 
has been very much dampened by his sad- 
ness over having to give up his old one to 
which he has become quite attached for at 
least one reason in particular. 


This reason is that although he has 
driven the car 17,792 miles, the original 
tires are still on the wheels and he had 
hopes of making it an even 20,000 miles. 

Another of the inspectors who has the 
“record bug” is Inspector C. C. Gaiser, 
whose headquarters are at Merced. Every 
month Gaiser makes a special report to 
headquarters showing that his automobile 
has been making 16.95 miles to the gal 
lon of gasoline and at the rate of 1177 
miles to the 75 gallon of oil. 


"KILL THE CAMP FIRE; 
PUT OUT THE CIGARETTE" 


Forest fires in the United States average 
33,500 annually, says the Forest Service 
of the United States Department of Agri- 
culture. Based on a six-year average, the 
annual property loss from these fires is 
nearly 1615 million dollars. Much of this 
loss could be prevented if proper precau- 
tions were taken to see that campfires were 
dead and that cigar and cigarette stubs 
were put out before being thrown away. 


The new Bond Investment Company pumping plant 


in Tulare Lake. This is the largest pumping plant 
in the Tulare Lake country having three pumps each 
of 125 horsepower capable of throwing seven acre 
feet of water per hour. This plant will be used to 
irrigate 7,000 acres of wheat land. 
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ACROSS THE CARISSA PLAINS AND THE TEMBLOR RANGE WITH THE LINE CONSTRUCTION CREW. 


Upper Left.—A crew of five men erect in one day’s time, a steel tower such as is seen in the upper 


right picture. 
Center. —Hauling materials across the plains to construction sites remote from the roads. 


Lower Left.—Mack Trucks equipped with a gas engine winch hoist materials over the mountains by means 


of cable tramways. 
` Lower Right.—In crossing the Santa Maria river, large redwood caissons were sunk in the stream bed 


and filled with concrete to hold the pole erect against the, stream. 
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SANTA MARIA-McKITTRICK 
LINE NEARING COMPLETION 

Work upon the new Santa Maria-Mc- 
Kittrick high tension line, which is being 
built at a cost of approximately $400,000, 
is nearing completion. It is expected the 
line will be in operation by July 15. 

This line will tie in the Midway steam 
plant with Santa Maria, a distance of 76 
miles. Work was started last September 
from both the Santa Maria and the McKit- 
trick ends, and it is believed that by July 
15 the crews will meet and the new tie-in 
completed. 

The line out of Buttonwillow to Mc- 
Kittrick is of 110,000 volt construction 
carried on poles. For a distance of 15 
miles, from McKittrick the line is of 
60,000 volt construction, carried on poles, 
making a total of 2377 miles of wooden 
poles on the east end. From the end of the 
wooden poles, for a distance of 28 miles, 
the line is carried across the Temblor range 
of mountains on 144 large steel towers. 
From the end of the tower construction 
into Santa Maria, a distance of 25 miles. 
the line is again carried on wooden poles, 
aking a total of 48 miles of wooden pole 
ine. 

Materials used on the line on the Santa 
Maria side are shipped to Folger and then 
hauled out to the job by means of Mack 
trucks, sleds, and teams. A five-man crew 
erects a tower in one day. There are five 
crews at this work. 

It was necessary to cross the Santa 
Maria river with the new line by sinking 
caissons in the river, setting the poles and 
packing with stones and concrete. 

The work is under the supervision of 
E. A. Quinn, General Superintendent of 
the San Joaquin Light and Power Corpora- 
tion. E. P. Butt is superintendent of con- 
struction with George W. Osborn in 
charge at the Santa Maria end of the line 
and William Forshaw in charge at the 
McKittrick end. 


SECOND ANNUAL BARBECUE 
ATTENDED BY ABOUT 900 
The second annual barbecue of San Joa- 
quin Power employees was held at Ward’s 
Oak Park May 26, about 900 attending. 
The account of the picnic and pictures of 
the events are crowded out of this issue 
of San Joaquin Power Magazine, and will 
appear in the June number. 
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ALTA DISTRICT FAVORS 
ELECTRICITY FOR COOKING 


Residents of the rural sections of the 
Alta District are awakened to the possi- 
bilities of electrical conveniences for the 
home, as well as for agricultural pumping, 
according to Hazen G. Redfern, District 
Manager for Dinuba District of the San 
Joaquin Light and Power Corporation. 
The cleanliness and convenience of elec- 
trical cooking and heating and the many 
labor-saving devices possible through the 
use of electricity in the home is making 
a strong appeal to the people in this sec- 
tion. 

One important project recently con- 
structed is 19,277 feet of single phase line 
to serve twenty-two applicants in the Grand 
View district, for combination heating, 
cooking and lighting. In this group is T. 
R. Baker who will use 13 kilowatts in 
heating and lighting a new electrical home 
he is just completing. This model home 
is a replica of a famous electrical home in 
the San Francisco bay district, and attract- 
ed wide attention during an exhibition of 
electrical homes held last fall. Others on 
this extension are W. J. Funk, 10 Kilo- 
watts; J. R. Scoggins, seven kilowatts; G. 
Fukushima, seven kilowatts; W. A. Pres- 
tidge, seven kilowatts in range and water 
heater; H. Schiebelhut, three kilowatts; 
Mary Busick, three kilowatts; Zaroohi 
Torigian, three kilowatts; Jacob Weiss, 
three kilowatts; Geo. Martzen, seven kilo- 
watts; J. S. Wipf, 10 kilowatts; G. S. 
Nagato, five kilowatts; S. Kawana, seven 
kilowatts; K. Mayeda, 13 kilowatts; F. T. 
Milton, seven kilowatts; Grand View 
School, one and one-half kilowatts; and 
the following for lights only: B. Bogho- 
sian, Burrsess Weiss, S. Kurita, and E. 


Gilbeck. 
Ir Was Us 


Recently an applicant for employment 
appeared in the office of a southern Cali- 
fornia Power company. In the space desig- 
nated to show past experience appeared the 
following: “Sanwakien Light and Power 
Co., Curren River.” The employment man 
gazed at the inscription, scratched his head 
to remember if he had ever heard of such 
a power company, when suddenly the light 
dawned. Sure enough, further questioning 
revealed the truth. 


“The Freedom of the Hills” 


The Mountain Roads Used in Constructing Power Houses Are the Means 
for Recreation and Pleasure for the City and Country Visitor 


‘HE playgrounds nearby and within side. 


the San Joaquin Valley are just as 

important to the growth and de- 
velopment of this wonderful empire as are 
the broad acres of vineyards, orchards and 
farms. Play attracts the well-balanced 
man who appreciates the value and neces- 
sity for recreation in the maintenance of 
a well ordered life. 


As a means for promoting play the auto- 
mobile stands pre-eminent in our modern 
civilization,—for recreation, and as a means 
of reaching favored spots in the mountains 
or seashore where recreation may be found. 


Motorists of the San Joaquin Valley 
who are familiar with the roads to the 
many points of interest and recreation 
grounds of the Sierra Nevada mountains 
and foothills within a day's drive of 
Fresno, will welcome at this time a new 
route to Crane Valley Lake and the Pines. 


'This trip is not for the driver who is 
a beginner. While the road is not at all 
dangerous, there are a few thrills along the 
route that will be appreciated by the more 
experienced driver who is seeking new 
scenes and new roads to travel. 

From Fresno the route is via Blackstone 
avenue and Friant to Auberry,—the Clovis 
road under construction makes the Friant 
route necessary. The road is posted at 
every point and is in very good condition 
the entire distance. From  Auberry to 
Power House No. 1 on the San Joaquin 
River there are four miles of road having 
a maximum grade of 20 per cent. "These 
are short stretches, however, and give the 
driver a nice little thrill as the road makes 
many sharp turns in descending to the bot- 
tom of the canyon. 

'The scene that breaks into view as the 
car nears the San Joaquin river is one of 
rare beauty. (See illustration on the cover 
of this magazine.) Kerckhoff Lake, form- 
ed by the new Kerckhoff dam two and 
one-half miles below, forms a mirror 
against which the high banks are reflected 
at almost any time of the day. 

A bridge across the San Joaquin River 
at this point crosses to the Madera county 
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Power House No. 1, of the Crane 
Valley System of the San Joaquin Light 
& Power Corporation, and the colony for 
operatives forms a delightful picture at 
the head of the lake. A pretty view of 
Kerckhoff Lake opens out as the road 
winding around the hills rises from the 
San Joaquin river canyon. A short climb, 
and the flume line feeding the power 
houses joins the route and sort of keeps 
company along the road for several miles, 
disappearing at times in a most mysterious 
manner only to come into view again. It 
leaves the view of the traveler at last and 
does not show up again until well past the 
town of North Fork when it is heard 
rushing from the tail race of little Power 
House No. 2. This is a very pretty little 
plant, setting on the side of a bend in the 
road. It almost seems that the travel- 
er is encroaching on the private property 
of the power house. But such is not the 
case. The Power House has left plenty 
of room in which to pass, and the operator 
keeps the pathway as smooth as a billiard 
table. 

Soon we notice the pines are taller and 


Peggy Jane Hemmer, 
erine Barnes, (left) with a showing of her kittens. 
Peggy is the daughter of Mrs. Lena Hemmer of Camp 


(right) is entertaining Kath- 


Kerckhoff, and is the camp mascot. Miss Barnes is 


seyretary for Al. C. Joy. 
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dominate the landscape, hiding from view 
the long vistas of the lower country and 
filling the air with balmy fragrance. 

A stream trickling down the ravine 
broadens out to a delightful miniature lake, 
known as Lake Manzanita. Power House 
No. 3 in the foreground presents a pic- 
ture that calls for more than a passing 
glance. A construction camp and piles of 
materials and machinery are in evidence. 
The plant is being enlarged from 2400 
KVA to 4400 KVA. 

Upward the road swings over grades 
that are never excessive and with each turn 
bringing into view more interesting scenes. 
The pines are becoming quite tall and more 
dense and almost conceal a long white wall 
of rock until suddenly brought into view 
as a short hill is negotiated. The wall 
looms higher as we approach until the full 
size is appreciated. This is the Crane 
Valley Dam, forming the Crane Valley 
reservoir which supplies water to drive the 
motors of thousands of farm pumping 
plants and for other industries in the San 
Joaquin Valley. 

At this point the road has been changed 
in its course to permit the Minarets and 
Western Railway to cross the North Fork 
of the San Joaquin river on Crane Valley 
dam. This work is moving ahead rapidly 
and soon will provide a means of reaching 
this delightful playground by rail. The 
railway will continue into the hills several 
miles and tap a stand of sugar pine and 
other lumber for the new Sugar Pine Mill 
near Fresno. 

The Crane Valley reservoir is almost 
five miles in length, and at this time of the 
year is at its best. The water is as high 
as it will be during the entire year making 
delightful boating, bathing and fishing. 
The drive around the lake to the Pines 
is as delightful a trip as can be found in 
. California. ‘The beautiful sheet of water 
offers constantly changing scenes of the 
most picturesque character while the road- 
way along its shores is shaded with pines 
almost the entire length. 

The Pines is located two miles south, 
along the east shore of the Lake. The 
cool water bounding over the great rocks 
forms a most enchanting falls at the point 
where the bridge crosses Willow Creek. 
It is worth a few minutes’ stop to drink 
in the beauties of this picture nook. A 
short rest and then a short climb through 
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dense pine woods and over a winding 
mountain road which brings us to the 
Lodge at the Pines. Here we find a hotel 
and cottages having modern conveniences 
and all the attractions the city worker and 
the valley farmer crave during rest and 
recreation. 


This trip is one that will long be re- 
membered because of the new scenery and 
unusual beauty of the country along the 
route. The return trip may be made by 
way of O’Neals or Coarse Gold. While 
this latter route has not the many scenic 
beauties of the Auberry route, it has the 
advantage of being shorter. 


If you would enjoy the full day of your 
trip—go by way of Auberry and Crane 
Valley Lake to the Pines. The distance 
is 56 miles. 


NEW SERVICE DEPARTMENT 
IS HUNTING FOR TROUBLE 


A new department known as the Ser- 
vice Department was started last month in 
the Fresno District for the purpose of 
making San Joaquin Power service 100 
per cent perfect. A crew of four men was 
selected to make a survey of the district 
by calling on every consumer to find out 
whether or not they are receiving every- 
thing in the way of service they are entitled 
to, and to make recommendations that will 
help perfect the service. 

The men assigned to the Service De- 
partment are Clyde Taylor, John P. Kelly, 
Clinton R. Worden and George W. Hay- 
den. These men will form the neucleus 
for the new department. 

A course of training was given the men 
to properly prepare them for the work. 
This course has proved so successful that 
it is recommended as a basis for the general 
educational course which might be given 
to all of the employees on the San Joaquin 
Power System. 

The purpose of this department is not 
to correct any existing conditions, but to 
determine the cause of any complaints, 
and to ultimately correct the cause. 


Basement and garage lights should be 
controlled by two-way switches permitting 
them to be turned on and off at two or 
more points. This will save many steps 
and probably some bad falls. 
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“THE FREEDOM OF THE HILLS” IS 


(Above).—The flume line feeding the power houses joins the route 
and sort of keeps company along the road for several miles, disappearing 
at times in a most mysterious manner, only to come into view again. We 
at last trace it to its lair in the tail race of Power House No. 2. 


(Below).—No. 2 Power House more than meets you halfway, com- 
ing out in a sociable manner right up alongside the roadway. Everything 
is neat and tidy here, and a cool drink of water is to be found at the 
front door. 


MADE POSSIBLE BY THE MANY MOUNT 


(Above).—As Power House No.) ; 
seen of homes nestling on the hills: 
the lake shore. The red roofs and m 
spells peace and contentment. These w 
hoff Lake begins at this point and eM; 
Kerckhoff Dam. 

(Below).—At the Pines a hearty x, 
an interesting day of pleasure and sig 
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,)TAIN ROADS CONSTRUCTED FOR POWER DEVELOPMENT PURPOSES. 


«a. 1 is approached, a pretty vista is 
vides and winding roads rising from 
`. green walls make a picture that 
, » are the operatives’ cottages. Kerck- 
„tends 214 miles down the River to 


w reception awaits the traveler after 
,ht-seeing. 
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(Above).—At the upper end of Crane Valley reservoir a halt is made 
for a dip in the delightfully refreshing waters of the lake. Boats and 
fishing provide abundance of amusement for the visitors. 


(Below).—Crane Valley Reservoir where 50,000 acre feet of water 
is stored to be used for power purposes five times before emptying into 
the San Joaquin River where it again passes through the Kerckhoff Power 
House in the full stream of the river. The Madera Irrigation District 
will later corral the water for distribution in Madera county. 
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GIVE US DIVERSITY 

"The great need of the San Joaquin Val- 
ley is diversity of production. "We have 
soil of unsurpassed fertility; we have 
water; we have climatic advantages; we 
have confidence in our land and its pos- 
sibilities. But if our millions of undevel- 
oped acres are to be turned into profitable 
farms, their colonization must be under- 
taken on a basis of common sense. 

We do not want more raisins. Our 
prosperity is today greatly dependent upon 
the raisin industry, —perhaps too greatly 
dependent. The crisis through which we 
have just passed in reorganizing the Sun 
Maid Raisin Growers clearly showed the 
danger of having so many eggs in one 
basket. We need dairying, vegetable 
growing, chicken raising, hog and cattle 
production. 

Originality and initiative in planting 
crops will bring us more prosperity than 
to continue the mentally-easy game of fol- 
low the leader. The leader may have 
prospered because he had initiative; but 
too many followers will mean eventually 
the killing forever of his prosperity. Dollars 
will grow upon a certain number of grape- 
vines only. The world may be surfeited 
with grapes and still be hungry; we can 
feed a hungry world almost anything it 
wants besides grapes. 

Plant San Joaquin Valley lands, by all 
means. But plant them. intelligently; 
plant them to many things; plant them so 
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that neither bug nor bolshevik, poverty 
nor politics, failing markets nor rising 
costs, can ruin overnight the work you 
have accomplished. 


OUR STOCK SALES 
'The San Joaquin Light & Power Cor- 


poration is taking in new partners at a 
gratifying rate. The suspension of stock 
selling during the reorganizational cam- 
paign of the Sun-Maid Raisin Growers 
affected activities even after the sale was 
resumed. But beginning with the middle 
of May reports grew better daily and dis- 
trict competition waxed warm and warmer. 
Few quotas have yet been attained; every 
district must necessarily work with unflag- 
ging zeal if the 1923 goal is to be reached. 

But results so far are most encouraging, 
and those who are setting the pace are 
proving that the selling of San Joaquin 
stock does not depend on expert salesman- 
ship, but merely on continuous effort to 
sell. 

We have something that appeals to the 
legitimate investor. His return is sure; 
him money is safe. 

And we have something, too, that ap- 
peals to the citizen who believes in his 
home community, and that is a chance 
to invest in a basic industry that is pro- 
moting that community’s development. 

A safe seven per cent investment, partici- 
pation in valley development, an organiza- 
tion that is strong in its loyalty and earn- 
est in its desire to serve,—these are the 
three big appeals behind San Joaquin Prior 
Preferred. 


COAL’S DAY IS PASSING 


The day of coal is passing; in the march 
of progress it is losing step. Millions of 
men, mining it through countless centuries, 
have depleted nature’s stores. The day 
when coal that is now easily available will 
be exhausted can be computed almost to 
the day and hour. Alaska and Siberia, 
with supplies for countless ages, never 
will be close enough to markets to com- 
pete with electricity. And the truth is 
the world will never need coal of Alaska 
and Siberia. Falling waters, turning the 
wheels of giant dynamos, will do all the 
work coal has ever done, and much more 
that coal has never done; and will do it 
cleanly, quietly, easily, with man exerting 
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himself only to push a button or throw a 
switch. 

Electricity is replacing coal everywhere, 
in the home, in the factory, in almost any 
and every place where heat or power is 
needed. 

The Virginia Railway Company, a fa- 
mous coal road has just awarded a $15,- 
000,000 contract for electrification of 213 
miles of its track across the Alleghany 
mountains between Roanoke and Mullens, 
West Virginia. 

The road has been using the heaviest 
type of steam locomotives, but it took 
three of these engines developing 7,000 
horsepower to move a 5,500 ton train over 
the grades at 7 miles per hour. The new 
electric locomotives developing 20,000 
horsepower per train will haul a 9,000- 
ton train over the same grades at 14 
miles per hour, and if necessary a 12,000- 
ton train can be hauled at the same speed. 

The day of electricity is here. In trans- 
portation, on the farm, in the home, and 
in the air, it has been the greatest labor 
saver and servant to mankind that was 
ever applied to human needs. It is safe 
to say that this latest railroad electrifica- 
tion contract is but a forerunner of many 
such contracts to be let in the next ten 
years. 

If the pulling power of electric and 
steam equipment were equal, the conveni- 
ence to the public resulting from the ab- 
sence of smoke with resulting damage to 
clothing and property, would turn the tide 
in favor of electrical equipment. 


ELECTRICITY ON THE FARM 

M. H. Aylesworth, executive manager 
of the National Electric Light Association, 
in an address to delegates attending the 
convention of the Middle West division, 
in St. Louis, said that the work of elec- 
tric utility concerns would not be done 
until cheap power is furnished to farms, 
howsoever distant farms may be from the 
generating station. The farm wife, he 
said, is entitled to the work-saving facilities 
which the city wife has. The farmer must 
have washing machines, electric ironers and 
other conveniences. 

Many editors, commenting upon Ayles- 
worth’s speech, are asserting that even as 
the telephone has gone to the farms, so 


must power eventually go. It will be an 


answer to demand. They apparently re- 
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gard this extension of power service as of 
the future’s promises of accomplishment. 

As a matter of fact, in California the 
farmer has his power even today to an ex- 
tent not generally realized. The San Joa- 
quin system alone serves 7,000 farms. 
hese farms are irrigated by electric pump- 
ing, and more than 360,000 acres of land 
have thus been brought into profitable cul- 
tivation. The farm houses are electrically 
lighted. Electric ranges are common. 
Electric heaters, fans, toasters, percolators, 
Sweepers, washers, ironers, are to be found 
everywhere in our farming districts, con- 
tributing to home comforts and conveni- 
ences. The lot of the farmer’s wife is no 
longer necessarily a life of drudgery. 

The electrifying of the farm is going 
steadliy ahead. California is setting the 
pace. Our nation must produce, and na- 
tional welfare must always be dependent 
upon agricultural production. No work 
could contribute more materially to the 
increase of production, to the “back to the 
lands” movement, than the electrifying of 
the farms. For life on the electrified farm 
is in innumerable respects easier, happier, 
and more pleasant than city life. 


COPIES OF 1922 YEAR BOOK 
MAY BE HAD FOR ASKING 


There are still available for distribution 
copies of the 1922 San Joaquin Power 
Year Book. ‘This complete description of 
the San Joaquin Power System will prove 
valuable in interesting new stockholders in 
the corporation. Much information of value 
regarding the San Joaquin Valley is also 
a part of the book including a double-page 
bird’s eye map of the San Joaquin Valley 
drawn by the noted artist Charles Owens. 

Copies of the book may be had from Dis- 
trict Offices or by addressing the Stock 
Sales Department at Fresno. 


FARM PRICES SHOW SLIGHT 
INCREASE DURING APRIL 


Farm prices of principal crops increased 
about three and one-half per cent during 
April, as compared with a 10-year average 
of about five and one-half per cent during 
the same month, says the Department of 
Agriculture. Farm prices of meat animals 
were slightly higher during April but they, 
too, were below the ten-year average. 


OS TA TO < - 


Among the District Reporters 


“Just like a letter from home.” Little news notes and gossip gathered 
here and there. 


FRESNO 
CONSUMERS’ DEPARTMENT 


The Consumers’ Department, of the 
Fresno District, was considerably shocked 
by the death on May 18 of George Weeks 
Baldy who passed away after an illness of 
but two days. George 
has been on the San 
Joaquin payroll since 
July 6th, 1920, when 
he came to work as 
meter reader. On 
May Ist, 1923, he 
was appointed head 
of the meter readers 
for the district, fill- 
ing a vacancy made 
by the transfer of 
Clyde Taylor. 

While filling his 
job with great suc- 
cess and making himself a valuable mem- 
ber of our organization, he devoted prac- 
tically all his spare time to the study of 
law, to fit himself for a successful future. 
He had a pleasant smile and a cheery word 
for everyone and did his work well. He 
was born March 28th, 1903, at Henderson, 
'Tennessee, where his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. W. H. Baldy reside. He made his 
home with a cousin, Mrs. F. E. White, 
305 College Avenue. Besides his parents 
he leaves one brother and one sister. 

During the month several members of 
the Consumer's Department were confined 
their homes on account of illness. 

Mrs. Turner was kept away from work 
for a few days on account of blood poison- 
ing. 

Miss Klein is on the job again after a 
few days illness. 

Mrs. E. C. Pearson has been ill since 
the San Joaquin Power Club picnic. E. E. 
Ellis is emphatic in his denial that her ill- 
ness was caused by the roast pig. He says 
that there is a possibility, however, that one 
might have eaten too much. 

Mrs. Violet St. Aubyn received a call 
from Madera on May 7th to the effect 
that her sister, Miss Edna Eberly was crit- 
ically ill and about to undergo an opera- 
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tion. The call came at 9 o'clock in the 
morning. Mrs. St. Aubyn found that there 
were no trains or stages leaving Fresno in 
time to get her to Madera before the opera- 
tion, so made arrangements with Mr. Wm. 
Hileman to make the trip in an aeroplane. 
Leaving Fresno at 9:30 o'clock she arrived 
in Madera before 10 o'clock in time to see 
her sister before the operation. Miss Eber- 
ly appeared to recover from the operation 
successfully but on the following day she 
had a relapse and passed away. Mrs. St. 
Aubyn's grief is considerably allayed by the 
fact that the aeroplane allowed her to see 
her sister before her death. 


Mrs. Ellen Foht accompanied her hus- 
band to San Francisco to attend the Twen- 
ty-fifth Annual Encampment of the Span- 
ish War Veterans during the month. 

Loris Auld and O. D. Martin spent 
a couple of weeks at Mendota, one Sun- 
day, on a fishing trip. A census taken of 
the fish near this locality revealed the fact 
that the piscatorial population was in no 
way depleted by their efforts. Both Auld 
and Martin claim that they have caught 
fish in their lives. Who can tell? 

Mr. and Mrs. E. C. Van Buren and 
Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Jacobs spent a few 
days in San Francisco attending a grand 
something-or-other of the Odd Fellows. 
Rumor has it that they had rather a dull 
time riding back and forth across the bay 
and watching the little sea gulls flitting 
hither and yonder. Another reports states 
that all the paint stores have had to put in 
a new stock of vermilion since their trip. 

Mrs. N. G. Letchworth is filling her job 
again with hard work and pleasant smiles 
after recuperating from her sudden illness. 

Miss Carroll Graham has accepted a 
position as stenographer in the New Busi- 
ness Department to take care of the great 
volume of work which has been going 
through that office of late. 

Miss Hazel Moxsey was transferred 
from the Job and Estimate Department to 
the New Business Department to fill a 
vacancy caused by the resignation of Miss 
"Thelma Weaver. 


Tom Smith, of the sales force, met with 
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a more or less serious accident during the 
first part of last month. While studying 
a dancing lesson in his parlor one evening, 
his foot slipped on the highly polished floor, 
allowing him to fall against a chair. Al- 
though the sudden contact with the chair 
was very painful he went to bed thinking 
he had simply sustained a bruise. The 
next morning, however, he was unable to 
rise. A doctor was called, who discovered 
that Tom had sunk two of his floating 
ribs. He was confined to his home for two 
weeks, then spent a week in the office be- 
fore he was able to go back on the job 
of finding homes for surplus kilowatts. 

R. E. Knoll has accepted a position in 
the Consumer’s Department. His pleasant 
face may be seen now over the Consumer’s 
Counter where he is located to keep the 
public contact from sparking. Bob has 
also established himself as a member of 
the Power Club Harmonizers. He plays 
what the laity would call a mean piano. 


OFFICE OF DISTRICT FOREMAN 


District Foreman Buford Babbs has been 
transferred to B. A. Quinn's department. 
His presence and happy smile is missed 
very much. The vacant chair is being 
filled by B. M. Collins. 


Al Parsell of the Engineering Depart- 
ment is now the proud possessor of a Chev- 
rolet Roadster. 


The substation bunch showed themselves 
to good advantage at the barbecue Satur- 
day, May 26. D. L. Cade scaled the 40 ft. 
pole and returned to earth in 18 seconds, 
thereby bringing home the bacon, or was 
it a ham? Ernest Gibbs, Rollin Fitch and 
Melvin Mitchell entertained the party with 
step dancing during the evening, and C. 
Thode rendered several songs, which were 
greatly appreciated. 

The old substation is beginning to look 
very bare, now that the engine and boil- 
ers have been removed, after standing there 
for the past thirteen years. 

Our baseball team has not had the suc- 
cess it deserves. All those who can avail 
themselves of the opportunity give the team 
a little support, and root loudly during the 
games. 

The following correspondence was re- 
ceived this week by the Service Depart- 
ment: “I wanta maka you me a light. 
So you come witha two men right away 


Google 


21 


queek I thinka myself I take a drink of 
wine. Your friend, The Wop." 

On Monday and Tuesday of this week 
the transformers at the new California 
Avenue Sub were hotted up and the new 
equipment tried out. Everything was 
found to be in perfect working order. It 
is expected to transfer the load from the 
old station to the new one on Sunday, 
June 3. The old sub is to be dismantled 
and the equipment moved to other loca- 
tions. 

Fletcher Easton completed a big power 
sale during the month on what is known 
as the Roullard Petition, northeast of the 
Town of Clovis. The job requires the 
building of about three miles of 10,000- 
volt line and includes service to fourteen 
electric ranges and water heaters, two 5- 
H. P. motors and sixteen lighting consum- 
ers, The names of the new consumers are 
as follows: J. Roullard, A. F. Prussing, 
W. L. Simmons, A. E. Rayburn, Karl 
Hagg, A. Asplund, A. Sani, G. H. Cate, 
E. E. Horner, E. W. Cate, Emily Sharer, 
C. Westrup, J. W. Potter, C. W. Rey- 
burn, Chas. Westrup and B. Willis. 

It is a matter of much satisfaction to the 
New Business Department that we have 
finally been enabled to render service to the 
residents of this particular territory. We 
have long been endeavoring to do this on 
a basis that would be entirely satisfactory 
to our prospective consumers and it has 
been through the efforts of Mr. Easton 
that this has been accomplished. 

Another line from which the Company 
will derive great satisfaction is one which 
serves the Town of Centerville. This is 
one of the oldest towns in the valley. 
Through the efforts of the Centerville 
lodge of the Odd Fellows, and particular- 
ly Mr. Moody, we have finally been al- 
lowed to build a long line to bring elec- 
tricity to this town which for many years 
has remained in the "coal oil belt." Glenn 
Twigg, of the New Business Department, 
is largely responsible for putting this line 
through. 


A Tense MOMENT 


“Mr. X., when the lightning struck 
the barn, jumped over the cow he was 
milking, and is resting very easy this after- 
noon." —Frow a news item in the Spring- 
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BAKERSFIELD 


District Manager D. L. Wishon has just 
returned from a two-day trip to Fresno, 
where the plans and specifications for the 
new office building were gone over with 
the management, and finally approved. All 
plans being completed, the building will be 
under way within the next sixty days. This 
will greatly add to the efficiency of the 
working force in our office, as we have 
been badly handicapped for room during 
the past several years. While the building 
is under course of construction the entire 
office force will move into the present gar- 
age. The garage will be temporarily placed 
at the old Gas Works. Construction of 
the new warehouse, located in the grounds 
of the Bakersfield Steam Plant, is now 
well under way, and will be completed and 
ready to occupy by July 1. 

R. A. Wittick, who has charge of the 
construction work on the new warehouse 
is taking a few days vacation in Los An- 
geles. 

G. W. Gerrard, teacher of the general 
science class of the Kern County High 
School, together with his class of 170 
pupils, visited the Bakersfield Steam Plant 
May 9, 10, and 11. They were given a 
thorough explanation of all operations of 
the plant. 

The Bakersfield & Kern Railway has 
completed the reconstruction of 600 feet 
of tract on 19th, between H and F streets, 
putting down 114 pound rails, replacing 
the old ones which were 87 pound. 


The Bakersfield & Kern Railway has in- 
stalled the one man system of cars, to the 
great satisfaction of Superintendent Mick- 
elberry. They are proving successful, and 
will aid greatly in the economical opera- 
tion of the street railway system. 


On Saturday evening, May 12, the K. 
V. A. Club entertained with the annual 
Spring Dance in the Woman’s Club Hall. 
A five-piece orchestra furnished the music, 
and punch and wafers were served during 
the evening. The Taft and Wasco offices 
were well represented, but to our sincere 
disappointment no members were present 
from other districts. The crowd was 
somewhat short of our expectation, as we 
had prepared for a good attendance from 
the Fresno Office and all preparation were 
made to entertain and give them a royal 
good time. The affair was a complete suc- 
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cess, and the different committees deserved 
credit for the splendid manner in which 
it was handled. ‘The hall was beautifully 
decorated with sweet peas and other spring 
flowers. 

Loyd Fleckner has resigned his position 
as assistant cashier in the Consumer’s De- 
partment to accept the secretaryship for 
the Pacific-Leite Oil Company. 

Lee Hirshfeld of the Consumer’s De- 
partment has accepted a position with the 
Bakersfield Garage as salesman of the 
Dodge motor car. 

Wallace Jones formerly with the Bur- 
roughs Adding Machine Company has ac- 
cepted a position with the Company as 
clerk in the Consumer’s Department. 

The Bakersfield District was well rep- 
resented at Fresno on Raisin Day. Those 
participating in the affair were D. L. 
Wishon, Art Thiele, Pearl Davis, Lillian 
Brocker, Helen Bumgardner, Myrtle Wag- 
ner, Gene McClain and Louis Bromin. 
All reported a splendid time. 


Traveling auditor Frank Suters is now 
making a check of the Bakersfield office. 

A. N. Comer, recently of the B & K 
Railway, has accepted a position as me- 
chanic’s helper in the garage. He succeeds 
L. S. Bresse, who resigned to enter business 
for himself. 


Dick Hagen, formerly with the Electric 
Department, is now back in the employ- 
ment of the Company, as night watchman, 
taking the place of J. B. Spazje, who re- 
signed, leaving Bakersfield. 

Miss Nina Kock, secretary for Mr. 
Wishon announces her engagement to 
Bruce Hogland, city salesman for the As- 
sociated Oil Company. The wedding is 
to take place some time in June. 

Robert J. Tilson, our efficient cashier, 
announces that he is to resign his position 
as chief fisherman in the Peel Creek Dis- 
trict, having decided that he is no fisher- 
man, and that he intends taking up golf 
as his chief means of recreation in the fu- 
ture. 


This district feel very proud of our gas 
superintendent, Wilko Tyler, who not only 
has the reputation of being one of the best 
gas men in the state of California, but has 
proved himself among the best stock sales- 
men in the employment of this company. 
His record since the beginning of the cam- 
paign to date, May 15, is forty shares. 
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Harvey D. Nesbit, Electric Superinten- 
dent for the Southern Division has com- 
pleted the construction of a new modern 
California bungalow on 18th street, and 
is now making preparation to take posses- 
sion. 

W. H. Fellows, who formerly was in 
charge of the Buttonwillow Steam Plant 
has departed for his old home in Missouri. 
He is making the trip in his Buick sedan. 
Mr. Fellows’ vacancy has been filled by 
Mr. Ogden, who has been his assistant 
for sometime past. 

Myrtle Wagoner now holds the record 
on stock sales, among the girls, having five 
shares to her credit. 

Two hundred students from the Kern 
County High School all enrolled in the 
General Science Class were given a very 
instructive talk on electric appliances bv 
A. K. Carson in the sales room on April 
23. The girls and boys under the direc- 
tion of Principal H. A. Spindt attended 
the demonstration in groups of six sections. 
In a general idea more thorough knowl- 
edge of resistance applied to electricity was 
obtained. All articles electrical, from table 
appliances to washing machines and ranges 
were used during the demonstration. 


MIDWAY STEAM PLANT 


We recently welcomed Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank Viller, from Power House No. 1, 
to our camp circle. Mr. Viller is an op- 
erator here. 

Mrs. W. H. Fellows entertained the 
Ladies’ Afternoon Club on Wednesday 
April 18, and on May 2 a meeting was 
held at Mrs. Emil Dobrusky's home. ` 

Mrs. Emil Dobrusky entertained a num- 
ber of friends from Bakersfield on Tues- 
day, May 1. 

The Club House is nearing completion. 
The formal opening will take place on 
May 19. 

Some folks are wondering just how long 
Cottage No. 6 will remain vacant with 
one of our engineers making almost daily 
trips to town. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fellows entertained Mr. 
and Mrs. A. Y. Meudell and family at 
dinner recently. 

Avis Overman's birthday party was an 
unusual attraction for the camp youngsters 
when the young lady celebrated her sev- 
enth birthday. 
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MERCED DISTRICT 
E. V. Woop, Reporter 


Mr. George Bowan, Engineering De- 
partment of Fresno, spent two days in 
Merced District recently checking over the 
load on the Merced River. 


'The incline of the Yosemite Lumber 
Company will require about 600 HP 
while about 20 consumers in El Portal 
in addition to the street lights have signed 
applications. 


W. F. Tyler, superintendent of the gas 
department from Bakersfield, made a trip 
to Merced during the month in connec- 
tion with some additions to the gas plant 


at Merced. 


Al C. Joy, Manager of the Publicity 
Department paid a visit to the district dur- 
ing the month and while here helped out 
very materially in the entertainment of the 


Elks lodge No. 1240. 


R. Casad, District Manager, made a 
trip through the mining district and to 
El Portal during the month. While on 
this trip he stayed over-night in Yosemite 
Valley. He reports a great deal of water 
going over the falls and a large number 
of people in the Valley for this time of 
year. The travel this year is far ahead of 
that of the same date last year. 


Bert Sales, line foreman, returned May 
16 from the mountain district where he has 
been engaged with a crew of men cutting 
over the line to the Kittridge power house 
from 10,000 to 30,000 volts. Bert has 
been in the mountains for the past four 
months, and is very much delighted to be 
down in the valley again. 


W. H. Gardner who made a week-end 
trip to Yosemite Valley during the month, 
reports a very enjoyable time and says the 
Valley is wonderful at this time of year. 


Morgan Herron, who worked for the 
Company two years prior to enlisting in 
the late war, and after his return was em- 
ployed by the Standard Oil Company for 
the past four years, went to work again 
for us on May 1, and has just recently 
changed from the Construction Depart- 
ment to the Sales Department. 

Scott Hughes, superintendent of the gas 
plant, furnished considerable entertainment 
with his Pig Tail Quartette, at the Sciots 
party recently held at Masonic Hall. 
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Miss Guerard, stenographer of the Mer- 
ced office, lives about seven miles out of 
town and enjoys the fresh air going back 
and forth, however, is contemplating very 
seriously of buying solid tires for her auto, 
as she says it is no fun changing tires when 
she has about 20 minutes to get to the 
office. 

W. F. Sumner, father of W. E. Sum- 
ner, chief clerk of the Merced office, who 
submitted to an operation in San Fran- 
cisco recently was brought home and is 
reported as getting along very nicely. 

F. V. Jones, meter tester, and C. C. 
Gaiser, inspector, attended the meter course 
recently given by the Extension Division at 
the University of California, They re- 
port the course was a great success, and 
also report a very enjoyable trip. 

Miss Lola Clarke, head of the job and 
estimate department of the Merced office, 
became the bride of Mr. Eldredge Bar- 
rett on May 9, at the home of the bride’s 
parents near Winton. After a short honey- 
moon spent at points along the coast, Mr. 
and Mrs. Barrett have returned to Mer- 
ced to their new electrical home on Nine- 
teenth street. Mrs. Barrett will continue 
her work with the company. 

With one wedding in the Merced of- 
fice during the month and two girls in 
the office wearing diamond rings, it looks 
like Dan Cupid has run amuck in the of- 
fice. We are hoping that it will not be 
necessary to break in new girls on the con- 
sumers’ ledger or the stock ledger very 
soon. 


DINUBA VISITORS SEE 
KERCKHOFF POWER HOUSE 


Ten members of the Dinuba Chamber 
of Commerce were guests of District Man- 
ager Hazen G. Redfern on a trip over 
the Crane Valley System and the Kerck- 
hoff Power House Friday, May 18. 

The party left Dinuba at 6:00 o’clock 
in the morning and reached Kerckhoff 
Power House at 9:00. An inspection of 
the power house and a visit to the Kerck- 
hoff Dam proved very interesting to the 
visitors, who expressed surprise at the 
wonderful development. The incline rail- 
way gave the party a thrill as the car 
tipped to an angle of 45 degrees in de- 
scending to the power house. 

Those in the party were H. L. An- 
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CHAMBER OF COMMERCE VISITORS TO KERCK- 
HOFF FROM DINUBA. 


Standing, left to right—W. C. 
Fraser, Hazen G. Redfern, E, 
Wiliam Day. 

Kneeling, left to right—H. L. Andrews, J. J. Lush- 
baugh, J. R. Locke. 
drews, Mayor of Dinuba; J. J. Lush- 
baugh, President of the Chamber of Com- 
merce; J. R. Locke, publisher of the Di- 
nuba Sentinel; E. S. Friend, Vice-Presi- 
dent of the U. S. Bank of Dinuba; Vern 
Beyers, Automobile merchant; W. C. Wy- 
man, rancher; Clarence Fraser, rancher; 
William Day, United Hardware Co.; 
Hazen G. Redfern, District Manager of 
the Dinuba District of the San Joaquin 
Light & Power Corporation; and Dan 
Quinlaven, District Foreman of the Power 
company. 


Wyman, Clarence 
S. Friend, Vern Beyers, 


DINUBA 
GorpA BLYTHE, Reporter 


. Wedding bells have rung once more in 
the Dinuba office. Miss Blanche Hain- 
line, . stenographer, became the bride of 
Mr. Hugh Weddle of this city Monday 
evening May 21st at a very prettily ar- 
ranged wedding at the home of her par- 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hainline, at 
Academy. After a short honeymoon, Mr. 
and Mrs. Weddle will be at home on 
North Jay Street. Mrs. Weddle will con- 
tinue to work in our office, and Mr. Wed- 
dle is employed with the Shell Oil Com- 
pany of this city. The best wishes of their 
many friends go with them. 

Walter Leedy, one of our line foremen, 
is driving around in a new Studebaker. 
The eye of the unfortunate follow him 
with envy as he glides down the highway 
with careful regard, for the speed limit 
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signs. Power to you, Walt, but why don’t 
you step on it and show what you can do 
while the speed cop is taking a nap? 

Howard Magee, one of our service men, 
is stepping high over the arrival of a son, 
Bertram, in his home in Reedley. It is 
reported that the little fellow can say 
“Daddy” as plainly as any youngster of 
his age. 

Our salesman, Ray Jarnagin, who was 
seriously injured in an auto accident a 
few weeks ago, was moved last week from 
the Dinuba Sanitarium to his home in 
Selma. Our last report is that Ray is 
getting along nicely. 

The Power Club enjoyed a weinie roast 
and general good time near Reedley Beach 
Thursday evening, May 17th, with fifty- 
six members and guests present. The hit 
of the evening was buns tastefully decorat- 
ed with weinies, pickles and accompanied 
by hot coffee. After the eats, the smaller 
members of the party, including most of 
the office force, played indoor baseball, 
and when darkness stopped the game, ev- 
eryone gathered around the bonfire and 
“spun yarns.” The picnic was held on 
the ranch of Mr. John Olsen, who kindly 
contributed the use of his premises, and 
it proved to be an ideal location. This 
was the first Club picnic of the season and 
it was unanimously voted to have another 
real soon. 


SELMA 
J. E. HammonDp, Reporter 


At the last meeting of the Power Club, 
the masculine end of the club was delight- 
fully entertained by the ladies of the or- 
ganization. Delicious refreshments were 
served and Howard H. Young entertained 
us with several selections on the piano. 

At the next meeting of the club, we will 
plan a trip to the mountains. Spring is 
here and we feel the urge to gambol upon 
the greensward and flit hither and yon 
upon the hillsides. 

“Shiek” Brentlinger has had some mean 
silk curtains installed on his new Ford 
Coupe. We have been expecting him to 
shampoo it with “Stay Comb” and put 
“Torreador” tire covers on it. In the 
event that he does, we are afraid that we 
will be unable to restrain the bunch from 
doing violence to his anatomy. 

The picture portrays Foreman Green- 
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wald and his intrepid line crew together 
with a sample of premier construction 
work. ‘This picture was secured at great 
expense and much bodily risk to the pho- 
tographer who clung precariously to the 
eaves of a lofty fruit shed, defying the laws 
of gravity and common sense while making 
the exposure. 

Harold Bohl has a new Studebaker Spe- 
We have not examined it yet 
to see if it is equipped with secret Vol- 
stead compartments. 

In due course of their travels, Howard 
Young and Jack Bemusdaffer discovered 
a very choice fishing hole on the Kings 
River. Jack asserts that he saw fish in 
this spot that were three feet long. How- 
ard was a little more conservative. He 
states that they were only about thirty-five 
inches long. It is rumored that members 
of the line crews had cans tied to their 
belts. In explanation they stated that it 
was Jack Bemusdaffer’s orders to save all 
the worms and grasshoppers they could 
find as he was going fishing. 

As we did not receive a reply to our 
challenge to tennis players, we will assume 
that the Selma is about the best in the 
organization. 


MADERA 
BERTHA Woop, Reporter 


When entering District Foreman Ben 
Catching’s Office you might think that 
you had stumbled into the side show of 
one of our circuses, for over the window 
hangs the hide of a large rattlesnake killed 
and skinned by Line Foreman Al Mulkey. 
The snake measured seven feet four inches 
from tip to tip and its differential is orna- 
mented by 14 rattles and room for more. 

The card for annual vacations was pass- 
ed around to the lucky numbers to choose 
their vacation dates recently. Everyone 
in the Madera District wants theirs from 
June 20th to the 4th of July except Earl 
McCrary who wants his from New Years’ 
to Christmas. 

“Silent Bill” Jones has taken charge of 
the Gray Pierce while Line Foreman 
McCrary is busy writing down what hap- 
pened. 

Line Foreman Al Mulkey and crew 
left May 9th for the Merced District to 
join hands with "Wild Bill" Forshaw to 
hasten the completion of the 10 KV distri- 
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bution lines out of the new Le Grande 
substation. Several weeping widows were 
left at the post. 

Earl Shields, our general representa- 
tive at Chowchilla, is wearing a smile as 
long as a clothes line. His wife presented 
him with a big baby boy. “Another line- 
man for us.” 

Edna Lewis, Charlotte Clendinin, Kath- 
ryn Campbell, and Bertha Wood spent a 
very pleasant day Sunday, May 6th visit- 
ing Kerckhoff Dam and Power House. 
Ask them how they like to ride on a tram- 
way. They are all strong for the employees 
at both places. 

Madera District has just recently com- 
pleted a pole rack that made the members 
of the operating department jump with 
joy. Loading poles from the rack onto a 
truck and trailer is mere child’s play now. 
Three cheers for our efficiency department. 
The boy’s won’t wish for Paul Bunyon any 
more. 

Miss Pansy Phillips has been added to 
the office force to take the place left vacant 
by the departure of her sister, Grace Phil- 
lips, who leaves to take care of the Chow- 
chilla District for the company. Welcome, 
Pansy. 

Miss Bertha Wood took a flying trip to 
Oakland May lith to take in the pre- 
graduation festivities at Mills College. 

The first week of the Twilight League 
. ended very successfully. All teams being 
credited with one game won and one 
game lost. The first game of the season 
was between the Power Boys and our old 
enemies ‘“The Beavers.” The “dam-build- 
ers’ came out with the long end of the 
score,—8 to 4. The Power boys tried hard 
but with only four regulars in the lineup 
they were forced to take defeat. The 
Power Boys were able to turn the tables 
on the “Beavers” in the next game and 
beat them 3 to 1. 


SAN LUIS OBISPO 
JOSEPHINE GiBsoN, Reporter 


District Manager, Chas. J. Kelly was 
a very busy man arranging the trip for the 
Boosters Caravan, April 19, 20 and 21, 
consisting of forty three machines and 152 
people from the county. ‘They returned 
very much interested in the wonderful 
electric service which is given them through 
the Midland Counties Public Service cor- 
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poration and speak very enthusiastically of 
the courteous treatment accorded them by 
the officials of the San Joaquin Light & 
Power corporation, while at Fresno. They 
also say, that from now on they will sure 
be boosters for the Power Company. Jack 
Frost made a big hit with the entire bunch 
on the manner in which he conducted the 
reception at Fresno. 

Our Foreman, Storm Platt, is indeed 
busy these days as he has started the recon- 
struction of the San Luis Obispo city dis- 
tribution. 

Mayme Hanrahan spent a two weeks 
vacation in San Jose and San Francisco 
last month. 

Our meter reader Lou Wilcox is very 
busy trying to figure how a meter set high 
on the wall would cause the light bills 
to be high. Several consumers asked Lou 
this question. 

Murray Morgan is in our city testing 
meters again. 

Horrace Wallace, garage man and his 
helper, Johnny Holmes expect to enter the 
auto race here May 30th. Good luck to 
our boys. 

Edna Bray is leaving May 15th for a 
two weeks vacation to be spent in the 
northern part of the state and at Lake 
Tahoe. 

Our service man, Don Miller is the 
prize winning fisherman of the gang so 
far. He says, “Had there been no limit 
we would all have had trout today.” We're 
sorry there is a limit, Don. 


LOS BANOS 
Eva C. JENSEN, Reporter 


Dr. Mordoff of Fresno paid us a short 
visit during April. 

J. B. Carter of the Sales Department 
visited us again. We enjoy his visits very 
much. 

We also had Traveling Auditor Frank 
Sutters with us for a few days. He is 
always a welcome visitor. 

On Sunday, April 29th, the employees 
of the Los Banos District journeyed forty 
miles to join the Madera and Merced 
Districts on a picnic. The location chosen 
near Chowchilla was an ideal spot for such 
an outing. ‘The day started by raising Old 
Glory and the San Joaquin Banner. The 
boxing contests followed, and when it 
comes to boxing Los Banos is right there. 
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O. M. Patten says, “The bigger they are 
the harder they fall.” Next came the eats, 
and there sure were some eats. After lunch 
races were held for the little tots. A three 
legged race was very exciting, the win- 
ners being awarded beautiful harmonicas. 

The best feature of all was the pole 
climbing contest. R. J. Baker and R. F. 
Chisholm are to be congratulated on their 
splendid achievements, and it is hoped that 
they will compete next year. Next came 
the tug-of-war, Madera boys against the 
Merced and Los Banos boys, and then the 
Madera ladies against the Merced and 
Los Banos ladies. ‘Merced and Los Banos 
were the winners in both events, but of 
course they couldn’t help but win with such 
perfect anchors. A radio concert was en- 
joyed by all. Last but not least, the ex- 
citing ball game, Madera vs. Merced and 
Los Banos. Madera, of course, walked 
all over us, but we hope to do better next 
year. 

The picnic was a big success, everyone 
had a wonderful time and we hope this 
will be made an annual affair. 


SANTA MARIA 
CATHERINE Topp, Reporter 

Mr. W. B. Greeley, transformer in- 
spector, spent several days in and around 
Fresno visiting with relatives and friends. 
Bill reports having had a very enjoyable 
vacation: 

Santa Maria District reopened the stock 
sales campaign on April 27th with every- 
one on his toes, ready to go out and get 
the name on the dotted line. We have 
had several enthusiastic meetings from time 
to time. Frank A. Easton, stock sales 
manager, was present at a meeting held 
April 21, and spoke to us regarding stock 
sales. 

Santa Maria District is in danger of 
having most of her service force leave to 
become movie heroes, joining the Famous- 
Players Laskey Corporation on location 
about twelve miles west of Santa Maria. 
It was necessary to do considerable exten- 
sion work to furnish them with power 
and it seems like everyone from the fore- 
man to the meter reader finds it necessary 
to make daily trips out to the set. 

J. P. Ogle, coast inspector, was ill with 
the flu for several days. 

All you would-be fishermen had better 
be careful not to fish without a license or 
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catch over the limit. Achille Tomasini, 
storekeeper, was made deputy game war- 
den and warns all of you to watch your 
step. Good for Achille! 

Paul Thomas, operating department, has 
been suffering with a severe case of 
measles. 

Construction work is again resumed by 
the line crew on the Lompoc line. Work 
on this line has been at a standstill since 
the first of the year. 


SAN JOAQUIN 
MirpnED H. BENTLEY, Reporter 

The San Joaquin District has organized 
a Power Club. So far we have twenty- 
four members and still going strong. The 
officers are P. G. Slingsby, President; J. 
B. Turner, Vice-President, and Mildred 
H. Bentley, Secretary-Treasurer. 

On May 3rd the Club served a banquet 
in the office, at which time R. J. Baker 
and Robert Likely, of Fresno, were pres- 
ent. Mr. Baker was the principal speak- 
er of the evening. 

The Club has also bought a new base- 
ball outfit for the Power team, and the 
boys did some good work the first time 
they used their new mits, bats, etc. 

M. E. Newlin recently spent a day at 
the San Joaquin office. 

Frank Suters, traveling auditor, spent 
several days with us during April. 

J. B. Turner, Chief Clerk, Mr. and 
Mrs. A. N. Bentley and Mr. and Mrs. 
DeWitt Scott took a trip to Kerckhoff 
dam and power house Sunday, May 5th, 
and report a very enjoyable and interest- 
ing trip. 

Mr. W. P. Anderson, inspector, is 
spending some time in the district, and has 
made a great hit with the "gang" as he 
acted as umpire at a baseball game between 
the Power team and Mendota Pump Sta- 
tion the first day he arrived. 

P. M. Poynter, salesman, is spending a 
week of his vacation in Los Angeles. 


NEW SUMMER HOMES AT 
CRANE VALLEY RESERVOIR 
Four new summer homes on the shores 
of Crane Valley reservoir just north of 
the Boy Scout camp are being erected as 
the start of a colony in this beautiful spot. 
Three more are expected to be built soon. 
Lighting applications for the homes have 
been made by Chas. Dillon, B. E. Arnold, 
E. W. Hyde, and H. M. Hays. 
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KERN CANYON POWER HOUSE 
Mns. W. A. McDoucarr, Reporter 


During the first part of the month the 
boys were kept on the job quite steady on 
account of a young cloudburst in the hills. 

Supt. W. A. McDougall got back on 
the job on the 21st of April after spend- 
ing three weeks in the Mercy Hospital, on 
account of injuries received when a 10 
K. V. oil switch blew up on April 1. Mack 
did not think it was much of a joke. 

Geo. H. Roberts, resigned on the 6th 
to take a position under Harry Minor. 
He is succeeded by John A. Irvin, former- 
ly of the Great Western Power Co. We 
regret to see George go, after putting in 
two faithful years, and wish him the best 
of luck and success in his new position. 

C. M. Merrel departs on the 21st for 
Phoenix, Ariz., to take a position with 
the Salt Valley Water Users Association. 
His place will be taken by Mr. Olsan, 
now at the Tule River Power House. We 
all wish Charlie the best of luck. 

Mrs. W. A. McDougall can be seen at 
almost any time patrolling the grounds 
with a shot gun on her shoulder. No, 
she is not dangerous. It is all on account 
of the dog and chickens scratching up the 
flower garden that she has been working 
so hard on for the last few months. 

We were all surprised to see the cook 
come back from her day off with a new 
machine. As she could not drive a Ford, 
she brought back a Singer sewing machine. 
The boys say that their clothing will last 
a little longer now. 

Since Floyd has taken up dancing, he 
carries a portable phonograph to his work, 
and when cleaning the yard, you should 
see the broom dance. 

Since Mack killed the roosters the boys 
are all late for breakfast. 


Type of cabin used by hydrographers while making 
Kings River snow surveys and measuring stream runoff. 
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DO YOU KNOW? 

That Five Billion One Hundred Mil- 
lion Dollars is now invested in the elec- 
tric light and power industry; 

That 1,750,000 individuals, mainly cus- 
tomers of the industry, own the securities 
representing this investment; 

That through this customer ownership 
real “public ownership,” as distinguished 
from political, or government, ownership, 
is rapidly becoming a fact; 

That Twelve Million consumers in 14,- 
000 communities in the United States are 
now enjoying electrical service; 

That the extension of transmission sys- 
tems and the physical interconnection of 
transmission systems have made electric 
light and power available to hundreds of 
thousands of farms, and that contemplated 
further extensions and interconnections 
will make this service ultimately available 
to millions of farms; 

That more than $750,000,000 of new 
capital is required each year to complete 
new plants and additions and extensions 
to meet the constantly growing demand 
for service; 

That new light and power projects, in- 
volving the outlay of six billion dollars of 
new capital and the doubling of the pres- 
ent generating capacity of the industry, 
must be completed within the next ten 
years to keep pace with the estimated de- 
mand; 

That the building of these huge steam- 
generating and hydro-electric plants, and 
the full utilization of available water pow- 
er, would save 600,000,000 tons of coal 
a year, release 1,000,000 freight cars for 
other than coal-hauling purposes, and save 
the labor of a million men; 

That the interest of individuals, of com- 
munities, of the public as a whole, and of 
the electric light and power companies, is 
identical—the most efficient electrifica- 
tion of the country at the earliest possible 
moment ; 

That the tremendous amount of money 
required for this purpose cannot be legis- 
lated into this industry, but must be at- 
tracted to it; 

'That under reasonable regulation the 
electric light and power companies are im- 
proving and extending their service day 
by day, thus maintaining the position of 
the United States as the leading electrical 
nation. 


May, 1923 


ELECTRICITY SHOCKS FISH 
IN NEW BURKEY FISH-STOP 


The Burkey electrical fish-stop at Wah- 
toke Lake, near Navelencia, illustrates one 
of the interesting uses to which electricity 
has been put. This apparatus consists of 
a double row of iron bars inserted into the 
bed of the 90-foot canal at distances of 24 
inches apart, and charged with electric 
current which passes through the water. 


The object of the fish-stop is to prevent 
the game fish from the Kings River passing 
into the irrigating canal. It is said that 
the game fish come down the stream tail 
first. The current of electricity causes the 
fish to remain up stream. ‘The non-game 
fish come through the barrier head first and 
are stunned by the electricity. After float- 
ing down stream, these fish recover and re- 
main on the down-stream side of the bar- 
rier. Observers state that trout drift laz- 
ily into the field of the electric current, 
which extends for a radius of two feet from 
the energized bars, and dash like a flash 
up stream away from the neighborhood of 
the stop. 
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4. EMORY WISHON ELECTED 
DIRECTOR OF CALIFORNIA 
DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION 


A. Emory Wishon, general manager of 
the San Joaquin Light and Power Corpora- 
tion, was elected a director of the Cali- 
fornia Development Association at the an- 
nual membership meeting of that organiza- 
tion in San Francisco on May 28th. This 
is Mr. Wishon’s second term as a member 
of the Board. Ralph P. Merrit, managing 
director of the Sun Maid Raisin Growers, 
was also re-elected to the directorate. The 
California Development Association is rap- 
idly becoming one of the big factors in the 
state’s progress. It covers the entire state 
in its activities, several Southern Califor- 
nia men having been elected to the Board 
at the recent meeting. The organization 
now has more than 2,000 members. 


To locate wall switches and pull sock- 
ets in the dark, radium spots or radium 
beads and balls should be used. They cost 
little and save many a bumped knee and 
broken vase. 


The Burkey Fish-Stop across an irrigating canal near Wahtoke Lake effectively prevents fish from passing 
from the Kings River into the canal by means of an electric current passing through the water between iron 
bars. 
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NOTES FROM THE 
DISTRICT MANAGERS 


FRESNO DISTRICT 

PauL B. WiLson, District Manager 

Business generally in the Fresno District 
was marking time during the month of 
April awaiting the outcome of the reor- 
ganization of the Sun-Maid Raisin Grow- 
ers Association. While the slowing up of 
business was reflected in the sale of power 
and in the falling off of the normal aver- 
age of new applications, it is notable that 
the number of cancellations were very few. 

The general feeling undercurrent is that 
nothing disastrous within the control of 
man, can happen to the San Joaquin Val- 
ley at this time. The majority of the ap- 
plicants have not lost faith in the raisin 
industry. The unusually wet April in 
contrast to the unusually dry March, had 
the effect of flattening the curve of the 
farm pumping load which at this time of 
year is usually rising. 

e uncertainty in the agricultural dis- 
tricts usually found at this time of year 
and the heavy demands on the farmer for 
money with which to finance his spring and 
early summer operations has been reflected 
in a slowing down in the number of com- 
bination heating and cooking applications 
in the country districts. Electric heating and 
cooking is taking a strong hold in the city 
in the better class of homes, and an increase 
in the city business is looked for. A total 
of 31 combination heating and lighting con- 
sumers in Fresno District were added to 
the lines during April. 

The industrial load in the city of Fresno 
is showing a healthy growth each month. 
During April, 31 new industrial power 
consumers were added to the lines, increas- 
ing this class of load 646.25 horsepower. 
Notable among these are the Quality Meat 
Products Company, at Fruit and Jensen 
avenues in the industrial section south of 
Fresno, where 20 horsepower in small 
units has been connected up to be used in 
the manufacture of meat products; the 
Pridham-Lowe carton and paper box fac- 
tory at 320 O street where cartons for 
food products are being printed and made 
up requiring the installation of 15 horse- 
power for a multicolor press; and the Cali- 
fornia Packing Corporation at G and Tu- 
lare streets where 175 horsepower is being 
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added to the motors required to drive the 
packing machines and 35 kilowatts in 
lights. The California Products Company 
is preparing for the season’s run and has 
again put into operation 170 horsepower 
which has been idle through the winter. 

The use of electricity in various forms 
for cooking in the cafes of the city is in- 
creasing, especially for making waffles and 
toast. Recent additions to this class of busi- 
ness were made in Hart’s where a waffle 
iron and a toaster were installed, and a 
toaster in The Lark. The Lark was the 
first eating place in Fresno to install an 
electric oven for baking. 

An electrolier district comprising 99 
lamps is soon to be installed in the dis- 
trict near the State Normal School. The 
streets to be improved are Lucerne Lane, 
North Van Ness Boulevard, Wishon Ave- 
nue, Moroa Avenue, College Avenue and 
Poplar Avenue. Other electrolier districts 
are in the process of formation that will 
mean a substantial increase in the street 
lighting districts of Fresno during the next 
few months. 


MADERA DISTRICT 
F. V. BoLLER, District Manager 


Madera district has connected 16 new 
power consumers with a total connected 
load of 193% horsepower, during the 
month of April. Of these, 15, with a total 
connected load of 19072 horsepower, were 
for agricultural pumping plants, while one, 
with a total connected load of three horse- 
power was for industrial power. 

The largest installation was one of 50 
horsepower, made for K. Kizirian of Ma- 
dera. A 20-horsepower pumping plant 
was installed for Jerome Mannen of Chow- 
chilla, while a 15-horsepower pumping unit 
was installed for Frank Justen of Chow- 
chilla and another of the same capacity for 
H. G. Johnson of Madera. 

J. D. Imperatrice of Fairmead, J. S. 
Frederickson of Chowchilla, C. A. Dein 
of Madera, and A. R. Pura of Chowchilla 
were connected up for ten horsepower 
plants, while seven and one-half horse- 
power plants were connected up for L. E. 
Yenne, and C. C. Towner of Fairmead, 
L. K. Doane, H. E. Rogers of Chowchilla 
and L. Fisher of Fairmead. G. Paravag- 
na of Fairmead and H. J. Hume of Fair- 
mead were connected up for five horse- 
power, agricultural pumping plants. 
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A three-horsepower, industrial installa- 
tion was completed for V. Gordon of Ma- 
dera. 


LOS BANOS DISTRICT 
Tos. Hancock, District Manager 


Several small extensions were completed 
during the month of April to serve rural 
consumers with lights and small motors. 
No agricultural or large industrial plants 
were added to our list. 


Applications were received from M. Jen- 
sen for 8 KW range and lights, J. T. De- 
laney 9 KW range and lights, both south 
of Los Banos, and 10 HP for Dairy De- 
livery Creamery, O. G. Bressler, Los Banos 
for 3 HP and lights and M. G. Goshorn, 
Dos Palos for 3 HP and lights. In addi- 
tion we received an application from W. F. 
Hanrahan Company for a 75 HP motor to 
be used at their plant at Volta. Hanrahan 
& Company have secured contracts for the 
paving of all gaps in highway between 
Gustine and Dos Palos, and also about 
two miles of road connecting the Gustine- 
Dos Palos road with the new Pacheco road, 
which latter road will be completed by next 
August. 

Considerable building activity is going 
on in the City of Los Banos. The Bank of 
Los Banos have in course of construction 
a new bank building, which will cost, when 
completed, in the neighborhood of $100,- 
000.00. 

There is also under construction a two- 
story concrete building and six new resi- 
dences. The big fire in the fall of 1919 
had one good feature in that the new 
buildings going up are a credit to any 
community. 

A splendid new concrete Catholic church 
has been built and will be ready for regu- 
lar services in a very short time. The 
folks in Los Banos feel very proud of their 
new church. Work has also been started 
on a new Methodist church. 

A visit to the new oil site of H. L. Kuns 
showed that it was progressing very rapid- 
ly. A depth of 300 feet having already 
been reached and are at present drilling in 
hard rock. This well is located only a 
few hundred feet from our 10 KV line at 
what is known as the Iverson corner. As 
Mr. Kuns is undertaking the development 
of this well alone everyone wishes him suc- 
cess in his work. 
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SANTA MARIA DISTRICT 
A. D. CHuRcH, District Manager 


General business and farming conditions 
greatly improved during the month of 
April. We received 3.9 inches rainfall in 
this section during the first part of the 
month, bringing the season rainfall to date 
to a total of 12.41 inches. 

Considerable new buildings activity 
started up during the month. About ten 
new houses are under construction in Santa 
Maria. The new Union Grammar School 
at Orcutt has been completed and opened 
for use by the Union School District. This 
school represents an expenditure of $120,- 
000 and is a credit to the district and com- 
munity. It is the last word in grammar 
school design and construction. The archi- 
tect was L. N. Crawford of Santa Maria. 
O. C. Marriott Company, general con- 
tractors, Santa Maria, did the construction 
work. 

No new activity is reported in the Santa 
Maria oilfields, most properties operating 
under curtailed production. The Santa 
Maria Valley community is gradually 
awakening to the greater idea of agricul- 
tural development. More farms and acre- 
age are being placed under pump irrigation 
and turned over to diversified farming and 
dairy ranches. The Paderewski Ranch, of 
2,700 acres, near Santa Maria, has been 
purchased and subdivided into small acre- 
ages. This subdivision is being handled 
by Brown & Co. of Los Angeles. This 
is the first subdivision proposition in the 
Santa Maria Valley during recent years, 
and the success of this venture is being 
watched by local land owners with a great 
deal of interest. 

We connected to our lines during the 
month 12 new lighting consumers, bring- 
ing the total since January Ist to 51 con- 
sumers. Six motors totaling 85 HP were 
connected during the month, increasing our 
load in this class since January Ist to 293 
HP. ‘Two oilwell motors have also been 
connected during this time. 

Applications were received for April to- 
talling 36 HP in motors, also 100 KW 
lighting load. Seventy KW of this were 
for the Famous-Players Lasky Corpora- 
tion, who are erecting a location camp near 
Santa Maria for the purpose of filming 
certain parts of the new super picture “The 
Ten Commandments.” 
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San Joaquin Light and Power 


Corporation 


A Few Statistics as of December 31st, 1922 


1,746 employees in all departments—operating and con- 
struction. 


12,668 bondholders and stockholders. 


34,945 square miles in which company operates. 

10 counties in Central California served— Mariposa, 
Merced, Madera, Fresno, Kings, Tulare, Kern, 
Monterey, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara—with 
a population of 350,000. 

60,370 gas, water and electric consumers. 

110,467 horsepower developed in 11 hydro-electric plants. 
72,066 horsepower developed in 3 steam plants. 

182,533 horsepower developed in 14 plants. 


451,390,040 kilowatt hours total output of system in 12 months 
ending December 31st, 1922. 


624,187,500 cubic feet of natural and manufactured gas sold in 
12 months ending December 31st, 1922, in 3 cities. 
5,500 miles of electric transmission and distribution lines. 
165 miles of main used in distribution of gas. 
27 miles of main used in distribution of water in two 
cities. 
2 cities supplied with power for electric railways. 


16,315,100,000 gallons storage capacity for water used in generating 
electricity. 


2,112,588,500 cubic feet of natural gas and 1,419 barrels of oil 
used in generating electricity during 12 months 


ending December 3lst, 1922. 


56,926 horsepower of agricultural motors depending on 
San Joaquin Power, irrigating 341,556 acres of 
land. 


44,985 horsepower of industrial motors supplied by San 
Joaquin Power. 

19,113 horsepower of oil well motors operated by San 
Joaquin Power. 

2,109 horsepower of municipal power served by San 
Joaquin Power. 

210,881 horsepower total connected load. 
$2,157,880.82 wages paid employees in 1922. 

$513,731.89 taxes paid in 1922. 
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